The Beginnings of Non-Intervention
and Nesselrode agreed with him. The proposal therefore fell through.
Meanwhile the negotiations for the second Peace of Paris had produced an incident which opened a new international epoch; it is indeed conventionally-spoken of as having divided English diplomacy into two schools, though, as will afterwards be seen, this was its apparent, rather than a real, effect. The Czar himself drew Metternich aside with a request that he would inform his master, the Emperor Francis, of the Russian ruler's desire to ask his advice on a matter purely of sentiment, such as monarchs alone could decide. The meeting between the two sovereigns took place a few days later. Its subject had been explained in a memorandum handed in the first instance by Alexander to the Austrian diplomatist. On examination Metternich found it to contain a philanthropic aspiration clothed in a religious garb. The suggestion, he said, supplied no material for a treaty, and had in it a great many phrases that might have given rise to theological misconstruction.
So originated the famous programme of absolutism, based on the New Testament, that Holy Alliance which was to go some way towards confirming Canning in his policy of non-intervention, as well as towards converting to it reactionary Tories like Castlereagh. Each of the rulers was to consider himself and his subjects as members of a Christian family comprising the whole Continent. The sovereigns entering into the sacred league were to give mutual assistance for the protection of religion, peace and justice as became potentates entrusted by Providence with a royal mission. Useful or necessary changes in legislation and administration
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